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Flu Vaccines
In Autumn 2020 GP’s were asked to deliver the
largest ever flu vaccination campaign in order
to protect as many people as possible against
influenza in the light of the current Covid-19
pandemic. A lot of planning went into organizing
flu clinics that would keep our staff and patients
safe. We would like to thank Bramham Park
who allowed us to set up a drive through flu
clinic in their grounds. Along with other local
practices we were able to vaccinate huge
numbers of patients in a safe and socially
distanced way.
The surgery car park was also utilized with a
marquee on a very wet day in October.

Covid-19 Vaccinations
We are extremely proud of the success of the
Wetherby Vaccination Centre. Our Primary
Care Network (consisting of five local practices)
worked tirelessly under huge stress and at very
short notice to get things up and running the
week before Christmas. We all wanted to make
sure that our patients had access to the
vaccines at the earliest opportunity. Two of our
own staff deserve a special mention for their
personal efforts; Dr Francis Eyre (PCN Lead
GP) and Sister Isobel Drinnan
(PCN lead Nurse). The photo
opposite shows Dr Eyre
receiving our first ever delivery
o f t h e P fi z e r B i o N Te c h
vaccines late at night in
December – a very exciting
and emotional day for
everyone!

Drs Toogood, Hance, Eyre and Trigg
Please remember the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) vaccine is safe and effective
after extensive trials. It gives you the best
protection against Coronavirus.
Some Vaccine Facts;
1)The rapid development of the vaccine does
not mean it is less safe. It is because it’s
development was not hindered by the typical
issues vaccine development often
encounters e.g. there was no shortage of
money or trial participants.
2)The vaccines cannot cause COVID-19 as
they do not contain the complete virus and
are not infectious. In patients with a
weakened immune system, they may be less
effective, but will still be completely safe.
3) None of the vaccines interact with our
DNA hence, a manipulation of DNA is
technically impossible.
4) Most side effects are caused by the
desired immune response to the vaccine and
not by pathogens. This immune response will
provide protection from COVID-19.
Unfortunately people get sick all the time,
independently of Coronavirus. Given the size
of the vaccination program, it is inevitable
that some people will develop health
conditions shortly after the vaccine, the
cause of which have nothing to do with the
vaccine.
5) You protect yourself and others by getting
the vaccine. This is not just about the
individual. Many people in our society have
conditions that prevent them form developing
an effective immune response to vaccination.
Vaccinations work best if the majority of
people have undergone it i.e. the more
people that don’t have the vaccine the more
flare-ups of the disease there will be over
time.
6) The natural infection may kill you instead
of providing immune protection. We know,
however, that vaccines are safe and give
very high levels of protection.
The COVID-19 world is a safer place with a
vaccine then without. Please do not reject the
vaccine for ideological reasons rather than
rational ones. Look for yourselves at the
scientific data supporting the vaccine.

Surgery News
The past year has
seen a great deal
of change at
Collingham Church
View Surgery, and
indeed, around the word. The practice is
required to take all appropriate measures to
protect our patients and staff and ensure that
we can continue to deliver our healthcare
services to our patients safely. To help you
understand these changes, here is a brief guide
as to how the practice is operating at the
moment.
If you need to speak to a doctor, phone up at
8am that day and you will be given a telephone
consultation slot (if available). You will then
speak with a GP who will decide whether
management can be initiated over the phone,
or if you require to be seen in person- either for
blood tests/BP with the nurses or for an
examination by a doctor.
You may be asked by one of our clinicians to
send in a digital photograph. You will receive a
text message with instructions on how to send
the image. By sending the image you are
consenting to the image being saved on
your medical record.
If you do need to be seen in person we have
dedicated ‘hot’ and ‘cold’ areas in the surgeries
at Collingham and at Thorner where full PPE is
worn and equipment is thoroughly cleaned
between each patient. We try to limit face-to
-face time spent in these areas, therefore
discussing results or further questions will need
to be done over the phone.
Please be reassured our surgery is a ‘Clean’
and ‘Safe’ area to visit, we are following strict
protocols to ensure the safety of all.
Please wear a face covering
when attending the surgery.
Face coverings are intended
to protect patients and staff
from potential Covid-19
infection. There is no
evidence that wearing a face covering can
cause physical harm to patients, even those
with respiratory or cardiovascular disease.
Please remember that coming into work can be
daunting for our staff as well. We are all
different whether in age, race, background or
perhaps personal illness and we have family
too.
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We welcomed our new Assistant Practice
Manager, Ms Joanne Robinson last month.
She is extremely experienced in the role and
will work closely alongside our practice
manager Ms Jane Foster.
We also look forward to welcoming a new
GP to our team – Dr Sheona Harper who will
be joining us at the end of April. We are all
sad to announce that Dr Jane Armstrong will
be leaving us this month after many years at
the practice. We all wish her well in her new
job in Beeston and we thank her for all of her
hard work over the years.
Thank you to Dr Trigg who has redesigned
and updated our practice website. It is full of
useful information and links. Please visit it at
collinghamsurgery.co.uk

Patient Contact Information
Is the information the surgery holds on you
and your family up to date? Have you
changed your email address, mobile
telephone or landline number? If so please
let the surgery know so your records are
updated and to ensure we are able to keep
in contact with you. If you are over 16
please make sure that we have your own
personal mobile number and email on
your computer record.

A Message to all Carers
We are pleased that more patients have
identified themselves to us as Carers and
would encourage anyone that is a Carer to
let us know. Support for Carers can be found
at carersuk.org.
This year Carers Week will take place
from 7-13th June 2021. The theme is
‘Making Caring Visible and Valued’ and it will
focus on the importance of not only
recognizing Carers, but also valuing them for
the vital contribution they make every day.

Thank You
We understand that the last year has been a
fearful and trying time for everybody and all our
staff would like to thank you for your patience,
understanding and compassion during the
pandemic. We are all very grateful for the kind
words of support and positive feedback we have
received from you during the last year.

